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ABOUT THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

The Trumbull County Planning 
Commission is organized in 
accordance with Section 713.22 of the 
Ohio Revised Code.  The Planning 
Commission is governed by a Board of 
Directors that is comprised of the 
three (3) County Commissioners and 
eight (8) additional appointed 
members.  Duties of the Planning 
Commission include (but are not 
limited to) creating studies, maps, 
plans, recommendations and reports 
concerning the physical, 
environmental, social, economic, and 
governmental characteristics, 

functions, services and other aspects of planning, in order to achieve compatibility throughout 
Trumbull County.  

The Planning Commission’s unified, high performance team of professional staff members and 
experienced Board Members promote well-planned growth that is supported by the principles of 
sustainable planning and zoning, economic vitality, environmental responsibility and social equity.  
The Planning Commission also serves as community advisors for land use planning practices and 
advocates for sound growth management.  Because the Planning Commission is involved in a wide 
range of activities with a number of partners, it plays a very important coordinating role in 
community development issues and projects.   
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A MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR 

December 31, 2016 
 
To the Citizens of Trumbull County: 
 
In 2016, the exciting transformation of the Planning Commission into a 
tight-knit planning team continued as we added three new additions to 
our staff.  Rich Fender now administers the Trumbull County Subdivision 
Regulations, Plats, Zoning & GIS; Nick Coggins leads the comprehensive 
planning process and participates with grants, including the USEPA 
Brownfields grant; and Shane Burkholder assists with Plats, Zoning, 
Planning, Grants & GIS.  For the second year in a row, we planted our 
“Urban Planning Patio Garden” featuring mint, basil and grape tomatoes; 
and we participated in a “Health & Wellness Walking Contest” for two six-
week periods over the summer. 
 
Throughout the year, the Planning Commission remained busy with our 
primary duties of Comprehensive Planning, Trumbull County Subdivision 
Regulations Administration, Plats, Zoning, Trumbull County Floodplain 
Regulations Administration, CDBG Fair Housing Administration, the HUD 
HOME Program, CDBG Community Housing Impact and Preservation 
Program (CHIP), Economic Development, Brownfields, Trumbull County Enterprise Zone 
Administration, Community Reinvestment Areas Management and ArcGIS mapping activities.  I am 
very happy to say that in 2016, we paid off a HUD 108 loan from 1994.  Most of 2016 was also spent 
on improving several other procedural and management items.  After thorough research and 
coordination with the Prosecutor’s Office, the Board continues to stay on track with staggered 
terms and has representation from our largest city and a limited home rule township.  We also 
utilized the ORC, the state’s model subdivision regulations, reached out to every Planning Director 
in the State of Ohio and worked with the staff, Prosecutor’s, Commissioner’s and Auditor’s Offices 
and finished the process of amending the Trumbull County Subdivision Regulations.  The 
amendments took in place in early 2016.   

Over the past year, the Planning Commission also attended 
scoping meetings and sent a letter to the Department of Defense 
(DOD) U.S. Missile Defense Agency to show our support to select 
Camp Ravenna Joint Military Training Center as the future 
Continental United States (CONUS) Interceptor Site (CIS) for the 
Ballistic Missile Defense System.  If Camp Ravenna is selected, the 
socioeconomics show that during construction 400-600 jobs 
would be added for up to 5 years; approximately $900,000.00 per 
year in potential sales tax revenue in Trumbull and Portage Counties combined; total value added 
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in region greater than $224 Million per year; and approximately 2,351 indirect jobs created.  During 
operation there would be 650-850 full-time workers onsite; approximately $1.35 Million per year 
in sales tax revenue for Trumbull and Portage Counties combined; total value added in region 
greater than $27 Million per year; and approximately 340 indirect jobs created.  
 
The Planning Commission worked diligently throughout the year to build and strengthen the 
Community Partnership with the Youngstown Air Reserve Station (YARS).  Staff attended numerous 
meetings with the Base Commander, Unit Commanders, Airmen, Community Organizations and 
Local Officials, and took a tour of the base.  Through this partnership, the Military Innovative 
Readiness Training (IRT) would assist with filling the large project needs of the County and local 
Communities, while providing training and readiness to the service members and their units.   
 
In 2016, we set another agency record by finishing a two (2) year CHIP Grant an entire year and a 
half early.  This shows the need for more housing rehab dollars in Trumbull County and that the 
Planning Commission is running a highly efficient and effective housing program.   
 
The Planning Commission is very pleased to have entered into a contract with our largest city – 
Warren, and we are looking very forward to working on their planning needs.  The Planning 

Commission continued to set another agency record by entering into, and 
continuing work on contracts with communities to produce 
Comprehensive Plans, update Zoning Maps, Establish and Map Community 
Reinvestment Areas for Warren City and Liberty Township, Implement and 
Manage Warren City and Liberty Township’s Community Reinvestment 
Areas, and Review and Update Warren City’s Design Guidelines.  We 
completed the Farmington Township Comprehensive Plan and the 
Braceville Township Comprehensive Plan.  Braceville Township sent a 

wonderful “Thank you note” to the Planning Commission for our work on the Braceville Township 
Comprehensive Plan and stated that the professionalism, skill and expertise was astonishing to 
watch as the planning process unfolded.  As the lead Planning Agency in Trumbull County, it 
remains our highest priority to offer contractual Comprehensive Planning and other professional 
planning services to all Trumbull County Communities as we continue work on Comprehensive 
Plans with Hubbard Township, the City of Girard and the City of Warren.  We have held discussions 
with other communities and look forward to entering into more planning contracts in the future.  
As we consider the timelines of all of these contracts, with the proper staff in place, we can finally 
begin the tremendous task of updating the Trumbull County Comprehensive Plan in the fall of 2017. 
 
It has always been a huge priority and goal of mine to make this place (our home in Trumbull 
County) a better place to live, work and play for everyone.  I feel that we are on track with some 
very good people working together to make great things happen.  I am very happy to be a part of 
the positive energy, successes, improvements and staff building that has taken place; and look 
forward to continuing this momentum into the future to have more successful and rewarding, 
team-oriented projects to the benefit of Trumbull County.   
 

Respectfully,  

 
Trish A. Nuskievicz 
Executive Director  
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STAFF ADDITIONS 

Rich Fender 
Rich has been involved with planning and zoning efforts for the past 10 years.  Before joining the 
Trumbull County Planning Commission in April 2016, he was at the Jefferson County, Ohio 
Regional Planning Commission where he oversaw the creation of the County’s first land use plan as 
well as its Brownfield program.  Rich has also been an Edinburg Township Zoning Inspector and 
has served on Kent Ohio’s Board of Zoning Appeals and its Planning Commission.  He holds a 
Bachelor of General Studies with a Certificate in Urban Studies and Planning from Kent State 
University. Mr. Fender also has a MA in Political Science from Kent State University.    

Nicholas Coggins 
Nicholas joined the Planning Commission in September 2016. Nicholas is a graduate of Youngstown 
State University where he majored in Communication Studies and minored in Public Relation and 
Advertising.   Nicholas is responsible for coordinating and leading all comprehensive planning 
efforts.  Prior to working at the Planning Commission, Nicholas worked for the Western Reserve 
Port Authority as the Communication and Program Manager for the Economic Development 
division.  There he was responsible for public meetings, events, website updates, public 
presentations, media relations, and regional initiatives. 

Shane Burkholder 
Shane joined the Planning Commission in September 2016.  He graduated with honors from 
Youngstown State University’s Geography program with a strong background in GIS software and 
multi-scale planning.  Before joining the Trumbull County Planning Commission, Shane completed 
multiple internships focused on economic development and transportation planning before 
graduating and beginning work as a surveyor with Stephen Hovancsek and Associates, an 
Engineering and Planning firm based out of Richmond Heights, Ohio.  He is currently responsible 
for comprehensive planning, land use analysis, and transportation planning as well as assisting 
with the administration of the County Subdivision Regulations. Shane is a member of the Lambda 
Rho Chapter of Gamma Theta Upsilon, an international society for geographers, and is pursuing 
membership with the American Planning Association. 
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COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING 

The Planning Commission serves as the 
lead Planning Agency for Trumbull 
County.  As such, the Planning 
Commission works with the 
communities throughout Trumbull 
County to create and update their 
Comprehensive Plans.  The 
Comprehensive Plan serves as a 
physical blueprint for a community.  It 
helps to create a common vision of how 
the community should develop into the 
future and it works as the guide to 
achieve that vision.  Townships, 
Villages and Municipalities may 
regulate Zoning by resolution; 
however, the Zoning Resolution must 
be in accordance with a 
Comprehensive Plan per Ohio Revised Code.  

In 2016, the Planning Commission completed Comprehensive Plans for Farmington and Braceville 
Townships and continued work on updates to Hubbard Township and the City of Girard’s 
Comprehensive Plans.  Also in 2016, the Planning Commission entered into contract with the City of 
Warren to update its Comprehensive Land Use Plan.  Below are some of the highlights of the 2016 
Comprehensive Plans.   

Farmington Township 
On April 12, 2016, Farmington Township Trustees adopted the community’s first Comprehensive 
Plan.  The planning process took just over two years to complete and was divided into three main 
components: inventory, data and analysis, and final plan production.  Staff received input from over 
100 residents in the community as well as conducted dozens of meetings with public officials, 
stakeholders, and residents that resulted in a cohesive community vision and Future Land Use Map 
that will guide the development of Farmington Township over the next 20 years. 

1. PRESERVE SMALL-TOWN ATMOSPHERE: Farmington Township is situated in a beautiful rural, 
natural setting.  Homes and local businesses are located along quiet roads.  The community is 
friendly, close-knit and family oriented which helps make it a safe place to call home. 

2. LEVERAGE GRAND RIVER WILDLIFE AREA: The Grand River Wildlife Area is an asset to the 
community.  Steps need to be taken to promote and improve this asset to draw even more 
outdoorsmen and nature lovers to various activities and features within the wildlife area. 
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3. ENCOURAGE FARMINGTON COMMUNITY COLLABORATION: Farmington Township and West 
Farmington Village together have formed a unique identity, called Farmington Community.  This 
bond needs to be strengthened through coordinated community activities, business marketing for 
economic development and police protection, to name a few. 

4. ATTRACT LOCAL JOBS AND BUSINESS: Farmington Township needs to retain what it has and 
attract new mom-and-pop businesses that cater to the local community.  A seasonal farmer’s 
market, Amish tourism and spin-off outdoorsman businesses that support Grand River Wildlife 
Area activities are just some of the creative ways to spur economic development. 

Braceville Township 
Braceville Township Trustees adopted its community’s first Comprehensive Plan on September 6, 
2016.  The Braceville planning process took 18 months to complete.  Key recommendations of the 
plan include: 

• Beautify the State Route 5 Corridor through decorative street crossings, landscaping 
installations and additional traf�ic islands. 

• Create commercial development nodes 
along State Route 5. 

• Develop “Center of the World” concept as 
an economic engine. 

• Install gateway and way�inding signage in 
the Township. 

• Demolish blighted structures. 
• Remediate brown�ield sites. 
• Establish a small restaurant/coffee shop on 

the town square. 
• Continue to develop Braceville Township 

Park. 
• Develop Braceville Nature Preserve and 

concept trails. 
• Support Planned Development Overlay 

Zoning. 
• Amend zoning resolution based on 2016 

Zoning Review and Recommendations. 
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Hubbard Township 
Hubbard Township began its comprehensive 
planning process in April 2015.  Hubbard 
Township has assembled a citizens committee to 
work with the Planning Commission for the 
Comprehensive Plan, and will be responsible for 
working on many implementation points.  The 
comprehensive plan is in a final draft form and 
ready to be presented to the public for review and 
comments.  With a focus on maintaining a rural 
character the plan also points to areas of 
opportunity along the main corridors.  It also 
recommends collaborating with the City of 
Hubbard, positioned in the middle of Hubbard 
Township, as well as other adjacent communities.  
Hubbard Township is expected to adopt and begin 
implementation of the plan by April 2017. 

 

City of Girard 
The Planning Commission contracted to update the Girard City Comprehensive Plan last completed 
in 2000.  An additional service provided is to include past amendments in the current Girard Zoning 
Ordinance. The culmination of many months of work to compile and analyze the inventory section, 
along with the review of previous planning efforts, and dozens of meetings with public officials, 
stakeholders has resulted in a thorough comprehensive plan.  The final draft plan is scheduled to be 
delivered to the city planning committee in March 2017.  The Planning Commission is also working 
with the 422 Corridor Initiative to provide complimentary recommendations to the ongoing work 
currently being done.  The planning process is scheduled to conclude in late 2017.  
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City of Warren 
On April 12, 2016 the Planning Commission entered into contract with the City of Warren to 
provide professional services.  The Planning Commission will produce a new Comprehensive Land 
Use Plan to replace the Warren General Plan that was completed in 1960 by the Planning 
Commission. The Planning Commission will also provide the City of Warren with a bonus review of 
its current zoning ordinance, a future land use map, and recommendations based on, and in 
accordance with, the new comprehensive plan. This will provide the City with the foundation to 
update its zoning ordinance.  The Planning Commission will complete Warren’s Comprehensive 
Land Use Plan by the end of May 2019. 

    

  

Planning Commission Staff continues to support the Shop Trumbull County 
campaign at Top Shelf Coffee in the City of Warren. 

 
Page 8 

 
  



2016 State of the Trumbull County Planning Commission 

KEY ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

132  

Minor Subdivisions were 
reviewed. 

32  
Plats  and Replats were  

reviewed. 

31 
 Zoning text and map amendments 

were reviewed. 

2  

Street vacations were reviewed. 

150+ 
 GIS maps were created. 

 

SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS ADMINISTRATION, PLATS & 
ZONING 
Planning Commission Staff provides additional community planning and zoning assistance to the 
unincorporated areas of Trumbull County including the Administration of Subdivision Regulations 
for all Townships; Subdivision of Land Information and Processing; Site Plan Reviews and 
Recommendations; Zoning Text and Map Amendment Reviews and Recommendations; and Zoning 
Techniques and Recommendations.  

The Administration of Subdivisions includes providing consultation services to landowners; 
reviewing major and minor subdivisions to determine compliance with Subdivision Regulations 
and other adopted plans; coordinating cross-agency reviews; and preparing GIS maps, reports and 
providing recommendations to the Planning Commission 
Plats & Zoning Committee.  The Planning Commission 
completed the process of amending several sections of 
the Trumbull County Subdivision Regulations in February 
2016. 

In March 2016, The Planning Commission reviewed and 
approved the Forest Hills Estates Plat Number 4, which 
allowed for the platting of 4 residential lots and the 
dedication of 245 feet of public right of way to on 
Oakwood Drive in Howland Township.  
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In October 2016, the Planning 
Commission reviewed and recommended 
approval of a change in zoning in Liberty 
Township from Residential Single Family 
to a Planned Unit Development along 
Tibbetts-Wick Road, in accordance with 
the Township’s Comprehensive Plan.  This 
zone change was ultimately approved by 
the Board of Trustees and will allow for 
the development of a $30 million, 55-acre 
senior housing project that will break 
ground in 2017.  The complex will include 
between 50 and 80 assisted-living units, a 
79-bed nursing home, a rehabilitation 
facility, a wellness facility, and a facility 
for those living with Alzheimer’s disease.  
The project is expected to be completed in 
2018. 

In 2016, Planning Commission staff 
provided land use technical assistance to 
Champion Township in order to help 
implement the Champion Township 
Comprehensive Plan, which was created 
by the Planning Commission.  One of the 
main outcomes of the plan was two conceptual designs of an 80-acre parcel of land owned by 
Champion Township.  One of the concepts suggested a portion of the parcel being developed into an 
approximate 21-acre K-8 school campus offering shared features with the township.  The 80-acre 
parcel is immediately south of the Champion High School property on State Route 45.  In November 
2015, our engaging planning process helped set the stage for voters to approve a 4.4-mill bond 
issue that will contribute to a new $31.3 
million PreK-8 school complex on the 
designated land. 

In April 2016, the Champion Board of 
Education purchased 20.9 acres for 
$106,000.  In 2016, Planning Commission 
staff researched and provided technical 
assistance to Champion Township on how 
the split could be accomplished by vacating 
a platted parcel and combining it with the 
remaining lands of the 80-acre parcel in 
order to provide access to the property. 
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KEY 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

11   
Owner-occupied rehabilitations 

were completed. 

8     
Homeowners were assisted with 

home repairs.  

3 
Homebuyers were assisted. 

15  

Fair Housing education sessions 
were held. 

 

40 
 Individuals were assisted with 

concerns related to the Fair 
Housing Act. 

4,000+ 
 Fair Housing brochures were 

distributed County-wide. 

HOUSING 

The Planning Commission administers three (3) housing programs; the HUD HOME Program, the 
Community Housing Impact and Preservation (CHIP) 
Program; and the CDBG Fair Housing Program.  In 2016, 
the Planning Commission utilized $764,960.45 in 
housing funds to assist Trumbull County residents. 

HOME 
Trumbull County receives funding annually from the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
through the Warren-Trumbull HOME Consortium.  
Trumbull County’s funding is used for owner-occupied, 
single-family housing rehabilitation and down payment 
assistance for homebuyers within Trumbull County, 
excluding the cities of Cortland, Girard, Niles and Warren, 
as well as special projects that utilize HOME funds to 
provide affordable housing options for low-to-moderate 
income households.  In 2016, the Planning Commission 
was able to assist eleven homeowners with housing 
rehabilitation and three homebuyers with down payment 
assistance.   

During 2016 the Warren-Trumbull HOME Consortium 
continued to partner with the Trumbull Metropolitan 
Housing Authority (TMHA) on the Parkman Landing 
Senior Apartments in Warren.  HOME funds were utilized 
to assist in the development of sixty, 1 & 2 bedroom units 
for low-to-moderate income senior citizens.   

Rendering of Parkman Landing 
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The Consortium is also partnering with 
Neighborhood Development Services, Inc. (NDS) 
to redevelop a vacant, blighted, single-family 
home on Parkman Road in Warren.  NDS 
acquired this unit through a bank donation in 
2016, will rehabilitate the entire unit, and sell 
the property to a low-to-moderate income 
household upon receiving a certificate of 
occupancy.  This project is expected to be 
completed in 2017. 

CHIP 
In 2016, the Planning Commission committed 
$250,000 FY2015 CHIP Grant.  A total of fifteen 
homeowners were assisted in the form of home 
rehabs and home repairs for residents living in 
Trumbull County and outside of the city limits of 
Cortland, Girard, Niles and Warren. 

Fair Housing 
Planning Commission staff administers the Fair Housing Program, which is a component of the 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG).  Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968 and the Ohio 
Revised Code 4112, as amended, prohibits discrimination in housing in the State of Ohio because of 
race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, familial status (families with children), ancestry, 
or military status.  Trumbull County actively works to affirmatively further fair housing through 
promotion of the Fair Housing Act, educational sessions, and the regular distribution of brochures 
and flyers.  In 2016, the Planning Commission worked to update Trumbull County’s Analysis of 
Impediments to Fair Housing Choice, also known as the AI.  An AI is a review of impediments or 
barriers that affect the rights of fair housing choice.  It covers public and private policies, practices 
and procedures.  Also in 2016, staff conducted fifteen fair housing training sessions throughout 
Trumbull County including the Youngstown Air Reserve Station during Community Days as well as 
with the Warren Area Board of Realtors. 

  

1748 Parkman Road, NW in the City of Warren 
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KEY 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

533 Jobs were created. 
2,972  

Jobs were retained. 

$117M 

Real property investment. 

$216M 
 Personal property investment. 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

The Planning Commission’s collaborative economic development program helps existing 
companies grow and works to attract new businesses, industry, investment, and jobs.  Planning 
Commission Staff coordinates local, state, regional, and federal programs for businesses and 
industries expanding or locating in Trumbull County. 

Enterprise Zone Program 
The Enterprise Zone (EZ) Program provides tax 
incentives for new industrial or manufacturing 
expansion projects in Trumbull County.  In 2016, 
the Planning Commission had a total of 15 active 
Enterprise Zone Agreements in compliance.   

In 2016, the Trumbull County Commissioners 
entered into two new EZ Agreements.  In June, the 
Board of Commissioners approved an EZ 
Agreement with Flex Strut, Inc. for a 60 percent 
abatement on eligible new real property 
investment for a period of 10 years for two 
additions totaling 11,870 square feet to its 
existing manufacturing facility located on 
Commonwealth Avenue in Howland Township.  
The company plans to invest between $900,000 - 
$1.7 million and hire eight new full-time 
employees within three years. 

In November, the Board of Commissioners 
approved an EZ Agreement with J.A. McMahon, 
Inc. for a 75 percent abatement over a period of 
10 years for the construction of a 24,000 square 
foot addition to its existing facility on Grant Street 
in the City of Niles.  The company plans to invest 
between $2.4 - $2.6 million at the project site, 
retain 23 jobs and create 5 full-time jobs within 
three years.  The chart on the right shows the 
investments and jobs created and retained as a 
result of the 13 active Enterprise Zone 
Agreements. 

Revolving Loan Fund 
The Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) provides low-interest loans to primarily small manufacturing 
facilities within Trumbull County.  The Planning Commission currently has four (4) active loans in 
the RLF and is proud to report that all performance and compliance criteria including job creation 

 
Page 13 

 
  



2016 State of the Trumbull County Planning Commission 

have been met and maintained for all loans. In addition, all payments have been received and are up 
to date. The proceeds for the last several years have gone to pay back the note for the Section 108 
Loan Program. 

Community Reinvestment Area 
The Community Reinvestment Area (CRA) 
Program allows a community to offer tax 
incentives on the increased value from 
improvements to properties within the 
boundaries of the CRA.  CRAs are typically 
located in areas where investment has been 
discouraged.   

In 2016, the Planning Commission updated the 
City of Warren’s Community Reinvestment 
Area. The City of Warren has an existing CRA 
that was originally certified in 1977.  The first 
step in updating a CRA is to complete a housing 
survey of the area in order to determine which 
areas are discouraged.   

Also in 2016, the Planning Commission expanded Liberty Township’s CRA.  In 2013, the Planning 
Commission assisted Liberty Township in establishing a three square mile CRA along Belmont 
Avenue.  In 2014, the Planning Commission processed three CRA applications; the construction of 
an 87-room Comfort Suites Hotel, the creation of a Dunkin Donuts, and the construction of an office 
and shop for CR Electric.  All projects are now complete and have generated over $7.4 million in 
new development.  

Economic Development Coordination 
The Lordstown Energy Center, developed by Boston-based company, Clean Energy Future, LLC, is 
located on Henn Parkway in the Village of Lordstown.  After 2.5 years of planning, the 940-million 
megawatt natural-gas fueled power plant officially broke ground on June 6, 2016.  Construction of 
the $890 million plant is expected to be completed in spring/summer 2018.  Once operational, this 
state-of-the-art power plant will convert natural gas to electricity.  The Lordstown Energy Center 
will produce 50 percent less carbon dioxide per kilowatt hour of electricity compared to a 
traditional coal fired production facility and will become one of the most efficient and cost effective 
electricity plants in Ohio.  Energy from the plant will be sold on a wholesale basis to meet the needs 
of more than 750,000 homes in northeast Ohio.  The project was financed by Macquarie 
Infrastructure Partners, Siemens Financial Services, and a number of international and domestic 
banks, including Bank of America.  Siemens will manufacture the heart of the plant - two natural gas 
turbines and a steam turbine.  The project is expected to generate over 450 construction jobs and 
will create 19 full-time jobs once construction is complete. 
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Initially, Clean Energy Future, LLC identified 14 potential sites for the new energy center. An 
analysis conducted by Dominion East Ohio in summer 2013 showed that the Lordstown site 
provided the best opportunity due to its proximity to major energy transmission lines and a 
plentiful supply of natural gas via the Utica and Marcellus shale plays in eastern Ohio and western 
Pennsylvania.  

The Planning Commission contributed to this project by assisting the Commissioners with a 100 
percent, 15-year tax abatement on all new real and personal property taxes for 15 years.  This is the 
largest tax abatement Trumbull County has ever approved.  As part of the agreement, the company 
will make annual donations to the Lordstown School District over a 15-year period. 
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BROWNFIELDS  
In 2016, the Planning Commission continued to participate as an active member of the Trumbull 
County Brownfield Coalition, which was the recipient of a FY2013 $600,000 U.S. EPA Brownfield 
Assessment Grant.  Members of the Coalition include the Planning Commission, Western Reserve 
Port Authority, City of Warren, and Howland Township.  The Coalition utilized the grant to create 
an Urban Setting Designation (USD) in the City of Warren under the Ohio Voluntary Action Program 
(VAP). Ohio’s VAP recognizes that many brownfield sites are located in highly urbanized areas 
which rely on community water systems to supply residents with safe drinking water.  In those 
areas, ground water that contains chemicals from prior industrial or commercial activities pose no 
perceptible risk to the community because ground water is not used for drinking purposes.  A USD 
recognizes that cleaning up the ground water to drinking water standards is not necessary because 
no one will be drinking the ground water. This process was initiated in 2015 and completed in 
2016.  Throughout 2016, the Coalition continued to perform assessments at different brownfield 
sites throughout Trumbull County as shown in the table on the next page.  These assessments are 
the first phase in cleaning up a site for reuse.  The Coalition was able to utilize grant money to 
purchase a 3DR Solo Drone in order to capture updated aerial images and videos of Trumbull 
County’s Brownfield sites for site marketing and creation of a digital inventory. 

Also in 2016, Planning Commission staff presented at the Ohio Brownfields Conference and the 
Ohio Economic Development Association’s Annual Summit on the Coalition’s unique public 
engagement strategy.  
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Site Work Performed 
Wean Building Asbestos Survey 
Warren CDA Building Asbestos Survey 
Trumbull Bronze Phase I and II Environmental Site Assessment 
Girard Leatherworks Phase II Environmental Site Assessment 
RG Steel Administration Building Phase I and II Environmental Site Assessment 
St. Joseph’s Hospital Asbestos Survey 
Peerless Electric Phase I Environmental Site Assessment 

Larchmont Sites Phase I Environmental Site Assessment and Asbestos Surveys 
and Phase II Environmental Site Assessments at selected sites 

Dana Street Sites Phase I Environmental Site Assessment and Asbestos Survey 
406 Bank Street Asbestos Survey 
Chase Tower Asbestos Survey 
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2016 State of the Trumbull County Planning Commission 

KEY 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

147 
GIS Maps Created to Identify Floodplains. 

79 
Floodplain Reviews & Information 

Provided. 
4 
Flood Permits Issued for Bridges, Culverts, 

Storm Drainage, Buildings & Road 
Resurfacing Projects. 

1 
Letter of Map Change Removing Parcels (or 

portions) from FEMA Floodplain.  

FLOODPLAIN REGULATIONS ADMINISTRATION 
The Planning Commission continues to provide Floodplain Administration for Trumbull County.  As 
Floodplain Administrator, the Planning 
Commission created the Trumbull County 
Special Purpose Flood Hazard Regulations, 
which Trumbull County adopted by resolution 
pursuant to authorization contained in Sections 
307.37 and 307.85 of the Ohio Revised Code.  
The resolution adopts regulations for areas of 
special �lood hazard that are necessary for 
participation in the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP).   

The Planning Commission regularly assists 
Trumbull County.  The flood permit application 
and several other documents were created by 
the Floodplain Administrator to help facilitate 
the permitting process and are posted on the 
Planning Commission’s floodplain webpage, 
along with the Trumbull County Special 
Purpose Flood Hazard Regulations and other 
information. 

The 2016 Floodplain Reviews took place in the 
following Trumbull County Communities: 
Mesopotamia Township, Howland Township, 
Weathersfield Township, Bloomfield 
Township, Warren Township, Braceville 
Township, Newton Township, Southington 
Township, Bazetta Township, Champion 

Township, Lordstown Village, Farmington Township, Johnston Township, Bristol Township, 
Warren City, Girard City, Niles City, Newton Falls Village, Hubbard Township and Vienna Township. 
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2016 State of the Trumbull County Planning Commission 

KEY 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

$63,438 
Saved in electric bills to date. 

351 
MWh of energy saved to date. 

244 
Tons of CO2 greenhouse gas emissions 

avoided to date. 
 

SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SYSTEM 
The Trumbull County Planning 
Commission, on behalf of the Trumbull 
County Commissioners, applied for and 
administered a $302,802.00 stimulus 
grant to purchase and install a 60.00 kWp 
Solar Photovoltaic (PV) System to utilize 
renewable solar energy to provide energy 
savings via the installation of the rooftop 
Solar PV System on a county-owned 
building.  Since the project received 100% 
grant funding, there was no "payback 
period" and Trumbull County began 
saving money as soon as the switch was 
flipped on.  The solar panels have a 25-

year warranty; however, they have a 35-40 year life expectancy, so the Planning Commission added 
an additional 10-year warranty to the inverters giving the inverters a 20-year warranty.   

Through successful application and approval by the Ohio Public Utilities Commission (PUCO), the 
Planning    Commission had the Solar Array designated as an Ohio Renewable Energy Resource 
Generating Facility and the system is 
commissioned and certified with the PUCO.   

The Planning Commission also registered the 
solar system with PJM-GATS, which allows 
Trumbull County to receive Solar Renewable 
Energy Certificates (SRECs) each month.  In 
other words, the rooftop is not only generating 
electricity, it is also generating a profit.  

Trumbull County’s JFS Solar Array is monitored 
via internet at www.SunnyPortal.com under 
the publicly available plants section by 
searching for TCJFS - WARREN OHIO.  Since 
installation of the solar array, Trumbull County 
has sold 44 SRECs for $1,000.00, received more 
than $63,438.22 in electric utility savings and 
the system has avoided the production of more 
than 244 tons of CO2 greenhouse gases.   

• Location: 280 North Park Ave., Warren, OH 
• PV system power: 60.00 kWp 
• Commissioning: 5/27/2011 
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